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separate from and independent of all other branches of
federal administration, which should definitely guard against
the breach of that compact. The framers of the U, S. A.
constitution very early perceived :the necessity of such a
body and so they established their Supreme Court which,
apart from being the highest national tribunal, is at once
the guardian o£ the rights of the states and also a true
interpreter and firm upholder of the constitution. It has
amply justified its creation and existence by its working
and has set a very great example to the framers of federal
constitutions.
This example was quickly followed by the Swiss and
later on by the Canadians, the Australians and the South
Africans, and very recently by the German Republicans.
But the powers and composition o£ the judiciary in all these
federations are not the same. In U. S. A. and Republican
Germany the Supreme Court is the final judicial authority,
and so it is in Swizerland, but subject to confirmation by
the Federal Assembly in this case. In Canada, Australia
and South Africa the Supreme Court occupies a slightly
different position in as much as appeals may be preferred
in the Judicial Committee of His Majesty's Privy Council,
which has resulted in the maintenance of a very high
standard of uniformity of justice in the whole of the British
Empire.
Article III of the U. S. A. Constitution deals with the
establishment of the Supreme Court. Section II of that
Article defines its powers thus : " The judicial power
shall extend to all cases, in law and equity, arising under
this Constitution, the laws of the United States and
treaties made or which shall be made, under their authority ;
to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers,
and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and maritime
jurisdiction ; to controversies to which the United States
shall be a party ; to controversies between two or more

